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I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "oriqinally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70 1 7))- 



Description, Pages 
1-4 



as originally filed 



Claims, Numbers 

1-6 



as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Hule 55.2 andfor 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: ' 



□ 
□ 



contained in the international application in written form, 
filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 



□ 
□ 



The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. M 



4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 



□ 
□ 
□ 

5. □ 



the description, 
the claims, 
the drawings, 



pages: 

Nos.: 

sheets: 



This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since thev have 
been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) ' 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-6 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 1-6 

No: Claims 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1-6 

No: Claims 

2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Item V 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) PCT with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . The following document from the International Search Report has been 
considered for the purposes of this report: D1 = EP-A-0000363; 

2. Novelty 

Closest prior art D1 relates to a method of manufacture of a polyamide and a 
laminate comprising the same. The process in claim 1 and the laminate in claim 4 
differ therefrom in that the polyamide used is restricted to specific types of 
branched polyamides defined by formulas (1), (2) and (3) in claim 1, whereas, 
according to the argumentation in applicant's letter of reply dated 15.04.2004, the 
polyamide used in D1 is outside the scope of the said formulas in claim 1 . Thus, 
the subject-matter of the present claims is considered to be novel and to meet the 
requirements of Article 33 (2) PCT. 

3. Inventive Step 

The problem addressed by the present application is to provide an improved 
process with which substrates can at a high speed be coated with at least a layer 
of polyamide, wherein a significantly more stable extrudate results, which means 
that it remains practically flat, even at high production speeds and even when 
several layers are applied to the substrate simultaneously, and wherein polyamide 
layers with a highly uniform external appearance are obtained without the 
irregularities caused by gels. The problem has been solved by the process in 
claim 1 and the laminate in claim 4, wherein a layer of a polyamide according to 
formulas (1)-(3) is applied to a substrate. There are no doubts that the indicated 
problem has been solved by the claimed laminate/process having regard to the 
disclosure of the international application. The solution offered to the problem 
posed above cannot be derived in an obvious manner from a reading of closest 
prior art document D1 , since such a laminate and process employing the specified 
polyamide according to formulas (1)-(3) in the present claims is neither disclosed 
nor suggested by the prior art to solve the problem posed in the application. 
Therefore, the present claims involve an inventive step (Article 33 (3) PCT). 

4. Present claims 1-6 comply with the requirements of Article 33(4) PCT (industrial 
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applicability). 
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